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POETRY
Several miglnnl poems v the children,

were ro.nl nt n nccnt Orj.l.un Atjluin festi-

val in Albany. The following which was

one nftlicin, is quite as g ud as Dennett's
Le ter poetry ;

THE COM ur.
Tho moon wns melting on a cloud.

Full flcdgM In golden light,
A hatching out tho little stars,

The chickens of the night.

Hut out of nil that brilliant biooil,
Produced by Luna pale,

There was but one poor little chick
That could display a tall.

M I S C E Ii L A X Y

Eveky-da- v Amcrditiis. To attempt to
borrow money on the plo.i of extreme pov-

erty.
To ask the publisher of a now periodical

how many numbers ho Bells a week.
To ask a wine merchant how old hia wine

is.
To make yourselves generally disagreeable,

and wonder why no ono will visit you, un-

less thoy gain some palpablo advantago by
it.

To sit shivering in tho cold, because you
won't have a fire till November.

To suppose that reviewers generally read
more than tho titlo pago ol the works they
praise or condemn.

To judgo of people's piety by their atten-
dance nt church.

To keep your clerks on miserable salaries
and wonder nt their rubbing you.

Not to go to bed when you aro tired and
sleepy, because it is not

To'mako your servants tell lies for you, and
afterwards be angry because they tell lies for
themselves.

To tell your own secrets and believo other
people will keep them.

To expect to mako people honest by hard-

ening them in jail, and afterwards Bending
thorn adrift without tho means of getting
work.

To fancy a thing is cheap, because a low
price is asked for it.

To keep a dog or cat on short allowance,
and complain of its being a thief. To ex-

pect your trades-peopl- e will givo you a long
credit, if they generally seo you in a shabby
condition.

To arrive at tho ago of fifty, and bo sur--

at any vice, folly or absurdity, your
may be guilty of.

From Chamber's Edinburgh Journal.

Legal Anecpotes. At tho Cambridge
Spring Assizes, 183S, a person was accused
of stealing a watch from the bedroom ef Mr.
George Paynter. at Wnllingham, Cambridge-
shire ; unci on tho trial, the following littlo
conversation took place during the

of the prosecutor.
Counsel. " Whcro do you live ?"
Witness, "At Wnllingham ; but I am

not a Walllngham man."
"What aro you ?"
"An engineer. I was apprenticed to Hen-

ry MaudcsTey, partner to Sir Isambort Bru-
nei of Thames Tunnel notoriety."

"Well, what else aro you?"
"Why, I am a gunsmith, locksmith, and

r, ironnrm and latho maker ;edgo
tool maker ; watch and clock-mak- and
repairer ; mathematical instrument mak-
er ; weighing-machin- scalo and steelyard
maker ; Knife-mak- and grinder ; publicpn
and licensed victunler ; and an

man."
"Are you not a conjuror as well 7"
"0 yes, that I am ; and if you are willing,

I will show you ono or two of my tricks."
"What can you do ?"
"Well, if you will allow mo, and not con-

sider lam insulting, I will tell you."
"Oh, certainly : go on."
"Than, if you will just take offyourwig,

nnd get the gentleman next to you to grease
your head, I will swallow you whole, and
then you will be no more trouble to yourself,
nor to any one else."

Counsel. "You may tit down, sir."

We givo another incident of moro recent
date, (185G) in which the witness was a
clergyman.

Scene, a crowded court; trial, an action on
tho warranty of a horso, commonly called a
horse cause. Witness, a clergyman, who has
sworn in his examination in chief that in his
opinion the horso was sound.

Counsel. "Well, you don't know any-
thing about horses! You're a parson, you
know."

Witness. "I havo a good deal of knowl-
edge respecting horses."

Counsel. "You think you have, I dare
say, but we may think otherwise. I wonder,
now, whether you know tho difference be-

tween a horse and a cow."
Witness. "Yes, I daresay I do."
'Counsel. "Now, then, 6ir, tell the jury

the difference that exists between n horse and
a cow."

Witness. "Gentlemen, ono great differ-
ence between these two animals is, that one
has horns and the other has not much the
came difference, gentlemen, that exists be-

tween a bull and a bully," (turning to coun
sel.) (Roars of laughter, judgo joining.)

Germane to the facctiao of witnesses them-
selves, are laughable remarks made byjudges
and counsel upon innocent answers to no less
innocent questions. At such witty replies,
perhaps tho greatest aaept was the late exce-
llent judge, Mr. Baron Alderson. Very sel
dom, indeed, did any trial of slight or grave
importance tako place before him, in which
the audience was not convulsed with laughter
at some extraordinary remark emanating from
the judgo. We do not for a moment attempt
to defend the learned baron from tho charges
which have, perhaps very properly, been
brought forward against him of doing away
with that dignity which is so great an orna-
ment to the bench ; but wu consider that
tho jokes having been made, and being sorao
ot them pretty good, we ure doing no harm
in retailing them

A prisoner was once tried before the Baron
for stealing a 6aw, nnd in his defence urged
that ho only' took it in joke.

"And pray, prisoner, how far might you
carry it from the prosecutor's house?" aekod

nie juuge.
" Perhaps two miles, my lord."
"Ah, that was carrying a joke a good deal

too far ; so the sentence of tho court upon
you is, etc., etc.

Another t'mo we recollect a iurvman beg-

ing tobeexeutM from attention on the ground
ol deafness.

" Why, you can hear me speak," said his
lordship,

" That's true enough my lord; hut I have tu
tui n luy head round very aw kwurdly, for I am
quiio uuai whii 0110 ear.

"Oh then, certainly, sir, jou nre excused,'
replied tho baron, with mock solemnity; "i
juryman undoubtedly ought to hear loth
stars ! "

mo judge we aro speaking of had, in cen
eral, a very profound dislike to scientific
xiuiews, especially ot tlioinedie.il prulessiun
culled upon to givo an opinion upon the uvi

y !""r'1 111 Cl,uvt : 1,1,(1 he rarely
failed in proposing wiino curious qurstiunj to
than, which eventually proved a fl'Kirer. At
ono unie.ne tioit up the assertion or un cini
nent medical practitioner, that in a cases o:
death by violent means, n exam
iiiutinn would throw light upon theuctual

ui luu ueccurt!.
"And pray, s4r uoked the iudge. " if

wero discuvcrid ing on tho highway with
my head novercd from my body, what partic
ular light would a examination
inrow upon iiih mum ol my death '

A correspondent of the Poughkwpsio Daily
Democrat states that "while visiting n school
in Montreal, he asked the teacher if there
were any American children there. Sho mid

there were, and she could tell them by their
palo faces, bright, eyes, and nervousness.
They learned quicker, but lost so many days
during thu term Irom sickness that they did
not get along as fast as those who wcro able
to be present constantly. Ho also took occa-
sion to cxauiino their luncheon baskets, and
found tV.o American fare to bo a piece of
minco pie, the eamo of pound caxe, two
doughnuts, a pickle, and a cold sausage j

while the English, Irish and Scotch children
had either two day's old broad and meat,
bread and butter, or bread and apple with
nothing more.

(From tho Freeman.)

The Oldest Coitie in Vermont. There
resides in this town the oldest couple, I
think, without doubt, there is in the State.
Their united ages aro ono hundred and ninety--

six years. The old man is 07, and tho
old lady is 99. They have lived togtther as
husband and wife, seventy-nin- e yeara. What
an age of wedded life, and what an nrgu-inc-

for early marriages is their long life.
For the last thirty years, until the present
winter, they have lived most of tho tlino all
alono, und tho old lady has done all of her
work, besides soma spinning for her neigh-
bors. Sho has made within three years,
several tubs of butter, and cheeses for salt),
and says sho can now do more housework in
a day than half of tho g rls in town. She
can see to read, knit, nnd sew, without the
aid of glasses, and has always been able to do
so. They havo had a family of ten children

five of whom are still living, tho youngest
being over fifty. The old man loves to sit
and talk to his great, great, grand children,
and tell them what was dono when
ho was a boy, ninety years ugo.
I know ho tells all about it. His mind nnd
judgment is as sound us it ever was, his

Is that of a hearty, hale old man,
and seems to have a good hold of life for se-

veral years to come. He has lived in this
town about fifty years, and it is interesting
to hear him talk of the put, of the early
settlers, and of their hardships. Ono of his
neighbors, he says, who made tho first com-

mencement in town drawed his family
into town 17 miles on a hand-sl- l nnd had
to go 17 miles to mill, and has worked day
after day to clear tho forest, with no other
food except corn inc.il and water, and has
labored through somo of our severest winter-- ,

with no other suit of clothing, than a home
spun one of flax, and hns rode on horseback
17 miles thus dressed, in a cold winter day.
The old man says, for fifty years, no Doctor
was called to his home, aim that he never
had one called tor himself but twice in his
life, and that, he thinks, was twice too much.
His life, which might be called a long one
as it is almost a century ho says, seems to
him as a dream, or n tale that is soon told.
It is amusing to hear hiin tell of the man
ners and customs of 80 years ago, and the
many changes he has seen in his days. If
Barnard, wnoso members of the Legislature
boast that its inhabitants live forever, or
never die with old age, or any other town in
Vermont has a more remarkable couple, let
us hear from them. D. Q. C.

Hardwick, February 3, 1858.

Tho following correspondence between Am
os Kendall, when he was Postmaster general,
and a Post master down in Alabama, from
which Mr, Kendall wished to learn tho source
or tho lombigbee luvcr will bear a reprint.

Sir " This department desires
to know how far the Tombigbee River runs
up.

nespcctiuuy, yours, csc.,
A. K., Postmaster General.

The reply was brief and ian thu) :

Sir: The Tombigbee doesn't
run up at all it runs down.

very respectiuny, etc., r..
Tho Postmaster-Gener- continued the

corrrespondenco in this style ;

air; ' i our commission as i ost- -
master at is revoksd. You will turn over
thofund, spapcrs, &c, pertaining tojyour office
to your successor.

Respectfully; &c, A. K. Postmaster-Gen-e

ral.'
And tho witty Postmaster closed with this

parting shot ;

Sir. The revenues of this office
for tho quarter ending Sept. 30th. havo been
95 cts ; its expenditures same period for tal-

low candles and twine, 1. 05. I trust my
successor is instructed to adjust the balanco

ne mo.
Most respectfully, &c. ,

Scout rnoM mi SoitancM. Says ; Dr
Jackson of Boston in tho late United States
Agricultural Report ;

I am fully satisfied that both the Chinese,

and African varieties of Sorghum will' pro-

duce sugar of tho cane typo perfectfy and
abundantly, wherever tho cane will ripen
tneir seoa. rroiessor Lawrence ami in, oi
Louisville, says, in regard to some experiment
made. " the result settles the question, that
the bulk ot tho sugar contained in tne aor- -

hum is crystaluable, or cane sugar proper, i

Novel Use tor Hoors. State's Attorney
Brown receiving information in relation to
the hotel at Lyndon centre, wnicn icu mm
to believe that "ardent liquor" was furnish-
ed there, against a law of Vermont, made and
provided, and to the great detriment of the
purcnaser, ne despatched ueputy onenn
Harrington to make search tor tne "critter.
Although the Sheriff was well acquainted
with the locality, having seized a lot of
liquor there only four weeks previous, he was
unaoie to uiacuver uujining unit euieit nau
rum, though ho made dilligcnt search from
cellar to garret. After he returned home,
he leal Did that there was a keg of liquor in
the house, and that when he was seen to
drive up the hostess "seized" tho keg, and
covering it with her ampl) skins, continued
her sewing as composedly as possinie. u,
crinoline ! what wilt thou not cover ! The
Sheriff said ho "thought tho women folks
seemed mighty tickled about something !"
Kauaonian.

It ii a poor consolation to us of the old
States to see the present two Senators repre-
senting this vast Western wilderness of Ore-
gon, containing a scanty 50,000 of popula-
tion, voting down in tho superior branch of
Congress, the delegation oi New York, Penn-
sylvania, or Ohio. But it is un incident of
our system from which wo cannot escape.

1 lie extent to which tins process ol cut-
ting down the power of the old States has
been carried by an unlooked fur application
or tho barren letter of tho Constitution,
and a violation of its spirit and intention, is
show in the facts I am about to state.

Ml the States admitted eineo 1836, have
now a larger representation in the Senate
than in tho House, while the proportion of

to members of the House in the
whule Union together during that period,
has been aiiout as 1 to 4

.Iowa and Texas wero admitted in 1845,
and have had under two successive censusscs
but two members each. In 1848 Wiscon-
sin and Florida weru admitted, each with
one member of the lower House. Florida
has still t'te same, but Wisconsin has' three
members under the 7th census. California
cuiuee in 1850 with two members, though
proliably entitled to no more than one under
tho ratio Minnesota was admitted in 1858
with two members, andOregonln with
one, being by population entitled to only
half a one.

During the epace of 14 years seven States
have been udraitted, which havo 14 Senators
and 13 Representatives in the House ; so

that whila they posse s a less representative
basis than the single Stato of Virginia, and
only a noininully greater one than Massachu-
setts, they have tho Mine power in the Senate
us New York, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Massa-
chusetts, Virginia, Kentucky , and Tennesnco,
Ono of these States is yet where she was
when admitted 14 years ago, with mora

then men, and without men enough
to torin one constituency under tho general
ratio There is no equality iu this, and no
jutiuu ; nor Is it in conformity with the real
design of the Constitution. S. Y. Courier
and injuiVfr,

BURUNOTOM
FRIDAY MORNING, FEB. 25, 1859.

AD VALOREM DUTIES.
How the ad valorem system of collecting

duties aro made to work against our own
country was strikingly shown by somo ex-a- m

pies given by Mr. Stanton of Ohio in his

speech of the 15th inst. For instance, the

British customhouse returns report 115;-27- 6

guns valued at an average of $8,05 each,

exported to the Unltod States during tho

yeais 1853-7- ,

Our own custom house returns report
only 35,580 guns imported from England

during the same years, valued on the average
of 55,93 each. Tho loss to our revenuo was

$22,095. Comparing French custom house

returns of wine exported to this country
with U. 5. Custom House returns of wine im-

ported from Franco during the fame time,
while the quantity does not vary much, the

price of the wine in tho French returns is

more than double that in tho American re-

turns. Tho total undervaluation by tho lat-

ter amounts to 8,217, 152, nnd tho loss to

our revenuo on that account was $3,286,862.

There was abundant evidence of equal
frauds in regard to other articles. Mr. Stan-

ton said "he had been furnished by Mr. Mor-

rill of Vermont, with tho preciso figures in

the instance of ono cargo of woollens which

was imported from Marsellcs into Now Or-

leans in the ship Claiborne. Itconsistcd of
miscellaneous woolen goods, which wero

valued at tho port of exportation at $29,
143. and at the port of importation at only

$13,708, and of blankets which wero valued
in the same mannner at $72,927 and $34,
923 respectively."

From Hatti. The Jamaica papers to Jan-

uary 2Jth received at Charleston by tho
schooner Charlotto Minerva, furnish tho fol-

lowing ;

"It appears that on arriving at Port au
Prince, General Geffard sent n flag of truce
to the Emperor, offeringhim hislifennd pro-

tection to his family if ho would abdicato his
power and tho people of Ilayti from tho
horrors of n civil war. Soulouque demanded
timo to consider, which was allowed him, but
before tho allotted time had expired, the im-

perial troops laid down their arms and made
common causo with tho followers of Geffard.
The Emperor, no longer left to his choice,
proccoded to make out his papers of abdica-
tion and on the fifteenth ho caused tho fol-

lowing proclamation to be made:
Hayliens : Called by tho will of tho peo-

ple to govern the destinies of Hayti, nil my
cares and anxities have constantly been for
the welfare of my citizens nnd the prosperity
of my country. I hold hopes that I could
have relied on the cficcttons of those who ele-

vated mo to that supremo power, but the last
events that have place do not permit me to
doubt the true sentiments of tho pcoplo.

I have too much friendship for my count-
ry to hesitate in sacrificing myself for tho
good of all.

I abdicate, and havo one wish, that Hayti
may be as happy as my hoart has always de-

sired.
Done nt Port au prince, 15th day of Jan-

uary, 1859. in the 56th year of Indepen-
dence.

(Signed) Faistix.'

LETTER FROM NEW TOBK.
New York, Feb. 16th, 185D.

MtMMTt, Editort;
There Is always something inter

esting going on in this great city, you know in

the lecture or sermon line.
Prof. Mitchell, of Cincinnati is now delivering

Lectures on Astronomy at Plymouth Church, (Mr.

Beecher'i,) In Brooklyn. We are apt to consider

Astronomy as a dry abstract study; but nothing
eould bo less uninteresting or dry than these leo.
tures are. Judge whether they are acceptable to

tho Pub;.-- ', when I tell you that tho first nlgbt,
going just before the lecture began, I could only
get the last seat next the door; thenext time, half
an hour earlier, I was glad or a scat in tbe side,

aisle, half way up; while last night I was there in

fifteen minutes after the doors opened, and barely

got a passable seat. If you could only have somo

such in Burlington! In last night's lecture the

Professor went into the big figures a little speak-

ing of tbe distances of the fixed stars, how they re

measured, &c. He uses no diagrams, taking his

cano, a tumbler, a t, any thing to illustrate
what ho would say ; and he never falls to makehis
illustrations clear and perfectly understood.

I havo been to hear llenry Ward Beccher, of
course, who comes to NewYork, even for a week,
and does not? hut to what purposo attempt any

remarks about him ! A report of one of his ser-

mons would, perhaps bo interesting to your readers,

but that is out of my power.

I give you a few thoughts from his sermon of last
Sunday morning, which was on doing good as we

hare opportunity.

Every thing born fights for life, and every thing
that is born has to haro a period of crying and
fighting for life; aud every thing that brgmt is
irrrtteac, met is, it is not received at nrsi. -

Certainly no roan can ever preach as well
Scripturo Is written; but truth, by lonie use grow
smoooth, and it is necessary that men should dig
up theso old truths with their chisel u.ueh up tbe
old lines, mat tne irutn may sianu lurin in usior-me-

freshness and beauty again.

Tbe leaver faculties of men Imvu been carried
eaptiro to Babylon ; aud now, oftentimes, christians
who are gifted with all the powers of ulrtbtulucfct,
and wit toeheer their fellow-me- sit, like the Jews
with their harps hangingon the willows, and refuse
tu klnc the budks of home in a strange land.

.Smiles in times of trouble are ttue rainbows
which Otd spans on retreating storms, signs that
the deluge shall not entirely overwhelm tho
earth.

Vou must baptise all yi.ur faculties with the
snirlt of love i and when vou come to that. I will
believe immersion only, and think that sprinkling
wont ao onl only men.

No man has a riirht to sav he is doinz irooU when
he is simply doiug the things that aro easier to Uo

than nil. '
In Lawrenceburi: the wells aro bO feet deep, and

a man who went to draw water might take bis
book and read a good while before bis bucket
touched water ; and when he bud filled it, be
might read quite a while longer before he got it
to the top ; and then his arms would ache, and
he wouldn't want to draw many buckets at one
time. I have tried to draw good out of some men,
and two buckets was about as much as 1 could
Und.

Plymouth ehurch is crowded full every Sunday.

Truly there are sew preachers with tho spportunl
ty for doing good tbat Mr. Beeeher has, and he
does not misuse it.

But for a crowd as is a ercwd, commend me in a
matinee at the Academy of Muslo. I was there
on Saturday to hear Picoolominl. Tbe doors open
ed half au hour before the advertised time, unable
to ithstand the waves of silk and crinoline that
beat against them ; an hour before the curtain
rose there were no scats eicept in the galleries,
and twenty mlnutos later, I was glad to get a seat
on the sl7 leading into the seound gallery, and
entirely on ono side ! And the eomlngout such
a mass of females I never saw. I was going to
say dtnti mass, but that is hardly the adjective

These performances being in tha day time, many
ladies eome unprotected, save by the latest fashion.

The muslo was good, though not of the first
quality. Pieculomlnt is much better at au actress

than aa a singer.
Au rrvair, Bex.

THE INDIANA SENATOR. CASE,
The Indiana Senator caso, which was dis-

posed of on Monday, shows in a most glaring

light tho unscrupulous character of the
democracy of tho prcsont day. Every

ono acquainted with tho facts of tho caso

knows that Bright nnd Fitch had no moro
right to be in the United States Senate as

Senators Irom Indiana, than any uther two

men in the Stato had. Their protended elec-

tion was in substance no better than ono by

a caucus of democratic members of the Le-

gislature. Tho Legislature made no election
the Senato refusing lo go into joint session

for that purposo, and no resolution for such

a session was adopted by tho two Houses of
tha Legislature, nnd the Senato was occu-

pied in regular Sonate S:ssion, whilo tho pro-

tended election was going on in the Houso.
A majority of tho Sonate sent a formal pro-

test to tho U. S. Senato against tho
admission of Bright aud Fitch. But
they took their seats and voted during
tli3 whole sj'sion. Si buj was their chili!',
that th Judp'iuy C r.ntuite j did not d.iro

to sit out tho fa "Is in (he caso or to make un
argument ; but at tho heel ol lat session

they made a naked report that Messrs.
Bright and Fitch wero entitled to hold
their seats. Of course tho Republican Sen-

ators voted against, and the Democratic Sen-

ators voted for, adopting that conclusion.
But there camo a day when tho Senato and

Houso of Representatives in Indiana did, in
un orderly and constitutional way, elect
two men, Messrs. Lane and McCarthy, as U.
S. Senators, and sent with them a powerful
appeal from tho Legislature of Indiana to
tho United States Senate, to have tho
men thus lawfully elected admitted to the
scats now ootupied by mero usurpers.
Did tho majority of the Senate go into an
investigation of the subject or even allow
the men thus suit by tho Stato of Indiana
to present their caso before it? Not at all.
Thoy refused to do cither. Thuy simply said
wo have vot.d theso men, Bright and Fiteh
into their seats, and wo will not allow tho
casi even to bo quired into.

Such an iiubcjocy, such an outrageous
wrong was of course resistod by tho Repub-

licans, und of course, too it was upheld by
tho Democrats in thaSinate. So it always
is with dctpotim. It tramples on law, on
honor, and on decency, whenever by doing
so it can strengthen its own power.

Mil. MO II HILL'S I1IL.I.
On tho 16th, iu the IIous3, Mr. Morrill's

bill fur appropriating lands for tho suppor'
of Agricultural Colleges ctm3 upland after
an ineffectual motion from Cobb of Alabama

to tablo tho bill, tho Sjnate amendments

wero concurred in and tho bill was passed.

It h confidently said by its enemies that
tho President will veto it.

Tho N. Y. Tribune says, " if this bill
should becomo a law and the provision it
makes for practical education not b3 moro

than two-thir- embezzled or squandered,
wo believo it will go far to renovate the in-

dustry, especially the Agriculture, of our

country, bringing tho last conquests of

sciences to tho aid of daily toil, and increas-

ing cssantially tho average productiveness of

our soil. Years will bo required to realize

fully this anticipation; but we shall bo dis-

appointed if futuro generations do not havo

amplo reason to bless tho namo of Justin F.

Morrill of Vermont, who drafted and en

gineered this bill. Next to tho Homestead

bill, it is tho most beneficiont and important
measure which has engaged the attention of

tho present Congress. We will not believo

that it is doomed to encounter tho withering

blast of a Veto."

TIIECONSTITUTION OF OREGON.

extract rnon tne srEtcn or MR. nawzs, or Mass,

Mr. Cominsof Massachusetts having givcu

his reasons for voting for tho Oregon Bill,

Mr. Dawes of that State gavo his for voting

against it. In the conclusion of his remarks,

addressing himself particularly to Mr. Com- -

ins, he continued :

"I cannot understand, sir, how a member
from my own State, in tho honest discharge
of his duty, ns honest a discharge of it nsiny
own. nn como to tho conclusion th.it it is Ins
duty, by his vote, to breathe the breath of
i:r : K.n..tcUn Ar rnif;,,; t.n
wouiu uisiranciusu 11 iurg;u puruuu 01 iuuin:o-pl- o

of Massachusetts. I desiro to call up, in
the recollection of my colleague, tho efforts
Massachusetts has made heretofore to test tho
rights of her citizens to the privileges and
immunities ot citizenship in otner ataics.
desiro to havo it remembered I do not in
tend ever to forget it that Massachusetts has
utterly failed to have tho question tried in
the highcit tribunal of tho country, to know
whether or not there is any torco and ellect
in this provision of the Constitution as ex
pounded, even in this latter day, by the Su-

premo Court of tho United States. I, for
one, do not in end to forget tho indignities
heaped upon her, in her strugglo to securo
to her citizens their right under this clause.
Sir. I desiro to call attention to tho phraseol
ogy of this provision ; for thero Bcems to bo
n studied mnlignity in this phrnseology that
I eannot well comprehend in tho Constitution
of a State ;

laXo free negro or mulatto not residing in this
State at the time of the adoption of this constitu-
tion, shall ever como, reside, or be, within this
State."

"They could not condescend to say "volun-
tarily." A citizen of my Stato may lo drift
cd by stress of weather into their horriors ;

a whaler, with a citizen of my State, includ
cd in this provision, may be brouctht in there;
and the humble sailor having no common'!
ol the ship, no responsibility, and no con-

trol, may be taken in there against his will
and yet this Constitution imposes a duty
upon the Legisluture to provide peneltics to
bo visited upon his head. Without being
aware of it, he may come within tho
limits of that Stato and incur tho penalty.
And furthermore, ho who shall "employ" or
"harlior" such persons comes under the samo
visitation. I hey havo not inserted "know-inclv.-

It may be done ienorantly and in
nocently, and yet como within tho letter of
this provision.

And. sir. I do not know by what test
man may tell ono of thoso from another class
ol colored persons which this provision 01

the Constitution permits to remain there.
Tho Constitution has made nn provision that
they shall wear frontlets upon their brow ;

but whoever, knowingly or not, innocently
or uesipnfuiy, wiiemer iu ooeuici.ro 10 iu
Divine injunction to feed tho hungry nnd
to clothe tho naked, or with n design to vio
late tho law ; all alike are denounced as trans-
gressors of tho law, and each one and nil
comes within this provision of the Constitu
tion.'

I desire to say, sir, beforo I tako leavo of

atatcM, so lar ns 1 know, there is not a
slave in a slave atate wno has not, miner tier
laws, a right to maintain a suit in her courts.
I believe such an inhuman provision lould
not stand an hour, sir, in your own State of
South Carolina. Let any man bring u col- -
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oiod person Into Oregon and claim him ns n
slave ; if this constitution is sanctioned by
our votes and tnado tho irganle law of Ore-

gon, there Is no wav given ninong men by
which ho could invofto her courti tojjivo liuu
his freedom. It is reserved for this
free Stato to Invent a method moro subtllo
and effectual for inaintlning slavery in her
own borders than was over dovHed south of
Mason nnd Dixon's line. Thusit U that the
most efficient Instrumentalities for carrying
out tho great work of tho sltvo propag-ind-

nre furnished by the north, nnd in tho name
of freedom, 'i'his is tho falsi nnd hollow-hearte- d

pretence that Oregon Is a freo State."
Parsing from this topic to tho clauso of tho
Oregon Constitution which is specially in re-- f

renco to Chinamen, whilo it permits one
class of Chinamen to reside within that
State, with all tho personal rights nnd privl- -

nges as citizen', ltuisaoics anoiuur ci.i-- s, sun
permitting it however to rcsido tliero ; nnd
thus it builds up two classes of foreign men
in t int community: ono with personal ri"hts
and privileges as citizens, ami another dis-

abled, with no rights to hold real rstato or
. ; . p i. t ! ... m i, ,.;,!(, .to exercise uny oi uiu uieab lluuiu.....w

tizensiono class of Chinamen mere serfs,
and tho other clothed witfc all personal
riihti Now, tberu i;i cImoin our tr.Mtv
wil-- Chi.i.i ur n loin x ul " 1,1 t
and fliina h'i.iIUio r rr t p'ic mthucli
)tln r, nnd willi all tli citiz-n- s thereof,
inhout rtcwtion tit ptihih or paces; and

hnw.isked Mr Dawes, docs that elause com

port with tho Provision of the Oregon Const!-tutio- n

to which reference has b;en made,
lie would like to know, if thero was ue'i u
provision existing between us nnd Great
Britain, and we should make nn invidious
di'tinetion between different classes of her
subjects, disabling upon tho same soil some

of them, and granting to others tho personal
rightsoftho citizen, whether wo should not
be called to account for it? It is an infrac- -

ion of treaty stipulations, winch are tho
Supremo law of tho land.

And finally, Mr. Dawes alluded to that
cla'isp of the Oregon constitution which pro
vide that "tho lCglslltlVK HO'- - - ill
have power to restr.ii i unl t m i' h i

to this Stato ul per iiis n t quali-

fied to becomo citizens of the
Under this tho African slave trade cm Iu

That is now prevented only l.y 11

law of Concress. This provision grants lull
authority to bring blacks from Africa, and
to prescribe tho terms upon which it may bj
done. Thero it no way that any African so

brought, could, by tho aid of tho courts ot
Oregon, relcaso himself from bondage And
if this authority bo given by voto of Con-

gress, no penalty can bo visited upon tho
heads of thoso who participate in tho traffic

between Oregon nnd Africa.
In conclusion, said Mr. Uavis ;

"This. sir. is not only not a republican
constitution ; butit is not ayrceconstitution.
It is a departuro from nil our mens ol a ro
publican constitution. It makes odious dis-

tinctions nmone classes of men ; among indi
viduals of the same class. It ruthlessly
tramples tho rights of tho citizen in the dust.
It arrogates to itself prerogatives that can-

not bo exercised in common by all tho States.
It trenches on the guarantees of the Consti-

tution of tho United States. Sworn to sup-
port that Constitution, I cannot sanction
this. 1 cannot do unven irom my opposi-
tion becauso thero aro other provisions of
this constitution which inclines somo in call
ing it a free State; or because, ifl remand
it back to the territorial government, unuer
tho Dred Scott decision, elavcry exists there.
I demand something moro than n Free Stato
in namo. I want tho reality. If slavery
exists in Oregon whilo u Territory, it is be-

cause tho pcoplo want it ; nnd if they wnnt
it. tliov will make it n slave State, in namo
as well as in fact, within a twelve-mont- if
admitted.

Theso are somo of tho reasons why I can
not voto for this bill. I speak for no man
hero but my self, and for no constituency
but my own. I think I know their senti-
ments : and should I voto for this bill, I
should expect to bo burned in effigy nt every
cross-roa- d in my district. I do not intend
to disappoint, in this respect, tho just expec- -

lilliuil Ul kuuau twju Dwiit- uiu iii.iv.

The Tkial of the notorious Dr. Howard
of Bradford, Vt., for manslaughter, came off

recently at Chelsea, and attracted great in

terest throughout that section of country.
The jury brought in a verdict of guilty of

tho lesser offense; i. c. guilty of tho attempt
with intent to proeuro abortion. The ex
tent of punishment is throo years in Stato
Prison. Howard's bonds in this caso aro re
duced from $5,000 to $1,500, and ho ii nt
large, sentence having been respited, in

consequence of somo exceptions being allow-

ed. Howard is under bonds on other char

ges, to the amount of about $17,000,

Equine Items. A trotting match between
"Young St. Lawrence," owned by M. M. By- -

ington and H.Paul (who has recently pur
chased an interest of ono half in the horse for
the sum of $1200,) und "Ira Allen, "own
ed by W. B. Munson, occurred on tho ico ot

Mallett's Bay yesterday. But ono heat was

trotted, which wns won by Ira Allen in 2,36,

when tho other horso was withdrawn un ac-

count of lameness.
Lemuel North. Esq., of Champlain, N.

Y., recently sold his fivo years old stallion,

Cuft. Li(ht-foo- t, which is said to liao trot- -

ed in 2,28 on the ice at Pittsburgh last

winter, for $2,500. to a gentleman in Ken-

tucky, tho owner of Gr;i Mountain Black

llauk, formerly owned by U. a. Myriek, ol
Bridport.

Almost Mi'rdereu. Tom Wilson of
Middlebury was found on Sunday last in his

dwelling, badly gashed in different parts of

his 11101 tul frame and covered with blood.

This stato of th ings wa the result of n fam-

ily jar, which was tho result of 11 family

jut at whiskey. Tom's wife explained it
all by that he "blarneyed about tho
liuuse and tore himself," Tom was so badly
torn that he was hardly worth mending; nnd
ho lies ill a precarious situation. The llcy-islc- r,

whii-l- i relates theso facts, remarks that
tholoe of wrA wife is beyond all compre-

hension.

Aicidest. On Thursday of last week A.
P. Lyman, ., of Manchester, slipped and
fell, fracturing two of his ribs, and severing

the cartilage of thirl.

Politeness goes a grcntways. Henry Ward
Beeeher says uu impudent clerk can do almost
as much injury to a store as tho neglect of

the proprietor to advertise his good,

A Short-Metr- e Pravlr. Wc havo hoard
of an old Deacon, who, on beine usked by
his pastor to closo a meeting with a short
prayer, replied, "1 nin willing to pray,
tint don't like to bo stinted." The minister
mentioned lielow must havo bclongd to the
tamo family, we judge, lor ho had a similar
aversion tu being straightened in his commu-
nion willi Ood. Tho stury has a gold nior- -

ul. 1 nristtan naichmin ;

The Rev. Mr Derwell, a pious and curl
ous old Mc thodist minister, went from Ten-

invited tho ministi r to have familv worship
evening. While ho was visiting there

Judo C'0110 and his wife. Irom Naslnille.ar
. rited there to as.s tho ni-- ' it. and Mr. Bol

ton, being a little embarrassed, said to the
I minuter, as he brought out the Bible, that

this provision, that it exceeds in cruelty and to Kentucky, In 1812, to visit his
any provisions touching tho I ntie, tho Hon, in Ildton, The man was

eamo subject in any slave code in the United not u religious man, li.it gentleman, nnd

lio had better bo short, ns tho Judgo was
probably not accustomed to such things.
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SENATE.
WjtsiiixoTON. Feb. 15,

Prayer was offered liy Father Boyle, a
Catholic Priest. Not a Senator wns in his
snt nt tho opening hour, save ono. who re-

tired Into tho lobby during tho prayer.
Mr. Crittenden took the floor on tho Cuba

bill.
Mr. Crittenden commenced by admitting

tho importance and desirability of Cuba, the
residence nnd resting placo of Columbus.
IIo nlso admitted tho President's constitu-
tional right to negotiate for it without
legislation, nay more, if tho President suc-

ceeds in acquiring it by honorablo means,
there nre few who would not hail the
acquisition; but ho (Crittenden) did not re-

gard his success ns certain, on t.10 contrary
no timo can bo more inopportune. When
tho Message was promulgated, what echo
was returned from all Spain, indeed from all
Europe, nnd even from tho
province of Cuba. Spanish prido was

inched. Tho Cubans refused to bo bought
and sold. Wo havo tho authority of tho
Spanish Government, that not only is Spain
not conciliated by our manner of approach-
ing h- r, but considers it as an insult. Would
tho President havo written that Mcssago had
he known it would bo so considered? Mr.
Marcy to Mr. Soulo in 1853 says, it wns not
expedient then to offer to purchaso the Is-

land, nnd how much stronger wero tho cir-

cumstances now? If tho President, in the
faco of tho Spanish declaration, makes tho
offer, how can ho avoid tho imputation of
premeditated insult?

God speed him, however, in his negotia-

tion, and save us from those probable com-

plications and wars, of which this same
Cuba may bo tho cause. Diplomacy, instead
of now pressing tho obnoxious offjr, should
now leave it opo'i, and seek to renew it in
somo ono of tho thousand events that occur
in tho fate of nations. Suppo.-r- Spain wcro
to sell; supposo England and France, who
propose n tripartita treaty, wero to permit
hi r to sill the Islands she holds ns trustee,
whcro aro wo to get tho money ? Wo havo
bjen obliged to go in debt for our household
expenses. We have raised one loan for mar-

ket money, and another is wanted. Tho
Treasury emits a funeral sound when we
knock lor money, for nono is thero. IIo did
not mean to say tho country cannot produco
nny amount of men nnd money, but it is

moro convenient to du so at ono timo than
another. Is it convenient now to havo fas-

tened on us and our chiUrcn, n ten million
annum interest on n two hundred million

fier for the purchase of Cuba? Mr. Chit-

tenden here inado a digression to speak of
Ccntiiil America and other weak States.
Once it was the policy, he said, of the Am-

erican Government to maintain a friendly
feeling with all the nations of tho Continent.
He remembered when the American name
wns loved when it was d '.ir to the

when tli.' declaration ofi-u-

courageinent that had been spoken by tho
voice of Henry Clay were read at the head of
their armies. How have we lost all this?
Read the Message and there you will tee that
wo aro at variance with Mexico, Custa Rica,
Guatemala, and that we are buried in

to the Span
ish throne. Do all these specksof war augur
well to the revenue? yet a bill is now pend-

ing to placo tho military nnd naval forces in
tho hands of tho President, apart and above
the action of Congress, llasany ono tho Con-

stitutional power to make war except Con-

gress? No.Butyoucanholdatlire.it over
the heads of these small States, mako them
tremble, and settle any claim whenever it
shall appear good to tho President to do it.
Mr. Chittenden did not think it worthy tho
magnanimous character of our country tu
hunt out tho weak nnd let the strong go free.
If that hill shoull pass, can wo expect to bj
nt peace, when wo have even now to renew
our geographical knowledgo to know whcro
tho places are with which wo have difficul-

ties? lie referred, in illustration, to the
Paraguay expedition, tho greatest armada
that over left our shores, siying it was to
fight Lopez, a Paraguiy chief, who, in
power and ability was not equal to John
Koss, tho Cherokeo Chief, He then refeircd
to tho nronosed seizure of tho somewhat
populous states of Sonora and Chihuahua, to
defend the frontier of tho wilderness, poeti-

cally called Arizona. The bill was most e.

It was to enable tho President to mako
littlo wars with littlo people. Ho then re-

viewed tha Ostcnd Manifesto, and its impli-c- d

hint that If Spain will not sell we will
take. The President supports this demand
for thirty millions of dollars by tho txamplo
of Jefferson, but tho cases aro not parallel.
Before tho treaty is assented to by Congress,
and even if Congress never consent, tho Pre-

sident enn draw tho money and take its safe-

keeping into his own liiinds. Tho President
himself may bo abovo suspicion, but tho
Constitution docs not entrust him with ono

dollar. Tho hands of tho Executive 6hould
bo nuro and unsoilcd by money. Ho should
bo unsuspected and not even exposed to the
uncscapaolo suspicion of money dealing.
Further, it is unconstitutional, becauso it
augments tho President's power and destroys
tho balance uciwccn 1110 suies, 11 wu
had Cuba and had paid two hundred
millions for it, ho would say to her, wo havo
rescued you from European tyranny, und
have saved vou from being a bulwark against
us in tho hands of a European power estab-

lish a frco and independunt government of
your own unuer our proiecuuu 11 unj
better for vou. and wo believo for us. He
did not want to sec our Anglo-Saxo- n raco
minglo with pcoplo who do not understand
or apprcciato our institutions, and ho did
not think our country's greatness was to bo

achieved by adding aero to aero, but by fill

ing it with arts and industry, no neiievcu
this wholo schemo of policy would burst
like a bubble Tho bill is a mero picco of
fanlaronade. It is n part 01 a iirewoiks now
Bet ablazo to givo n different complexion and
hue to tho rather darkened features of tho
Administration party.

ASiilNGTO.v, Ieb. 1, .

Senate. Mr. Hunter from the Financo
Committee reported tho Executive, Lcgisla
live una uiiuieiui iniiruiiiiuiiuii uiu.

Mr. Wndu of Ohio, moved to postpone nil
prior orders, nnd that the Senate take up tho
fomcstcad bill.

Mr. Johnson of Tennessee, also urged it
Tho bill was finally taken up 20 to 23

and read.
Mr. Hunter of irginia endeavored to

have it postponed for tho Diplomatic and
Consular Appropriation bill.

.Messrs. vt i:son,Biuart, aineius, aewaru,
and others opposed it

air. nunter iinaiiy inovco to iano up 1110

bill, which was carried by tho casting voto
of tho Vico President, the ballot standing 2i
to 23.

Mr. Pugh moved un amendment, propos-
ing to abolish all grades of ministers except
ing ono, and fixing tho salary of that grado
at SlU.uuu, and tho secretaries at So.uuu
all missions aro to bo special, and for reasons
explained to tho Senato at tho timo of ap
pointment ; conauia general tu oe uooiisoeu ,

consuls to havo fees of office to the limit
nf ailnries now nrovided bv law

1 ho hi 1 was then laid aside lor tno iviion
proposition, when Mr. Chandler took tho
floor.

Mr. Chandler energetically denounced the
measure, and characterized it as worthy of
tho Ostcnd manifesto and of its author the
brigand James Buchanan, but unworthy of
tho President of tho United States. Tho
thirty million is a great bribery and corrup-
tion fund, and tho purchaso of Cuba is a
clap trap and a vain attempt to savo tho De-

mocratic party from tho annihilation the Al-

mighty has destined for it. He spoko elabo-ratcl-

on the expenses of tho purchaso it
would entail us mortgage and interest, and
detailed his personal experience to prove that
Cuba, although a good land, is not so pood
as the Western StateSj and its climate is in
effect a perpetual tropic.

To purchaso tho island is merely to pay two
hundred dollars per head for every man,
woman, child nnd nigger ; not to own them,
but merely fur leavo to govern a scum of po-

pulation "that wo would reject with scorn if
they nffeml to como for nothing.

TI10 only iiso of tho Island to us would be
to keep an nrmy and fleet there, costing ono
hundred millions annually. Tho nativo Cre-

oles are nn ignorant, leioiis, priest-ridde- n

sot, mer whom Gen. Tacon established n
military depotism, not to prevent n politi-m- l

insurrection, but crime. From tho Cart.
General, tho Judgo on tho bonch, nnd tho
priest in the pulpit, to tho lowest Cuban-briber- y

is universal. No other but tho
Catholic religion is tolerated, and tho Cu-

bans to n man nro truo to tho Catholic
Church, and tho Catholic Church is despot-
ism.

IIo believed that the declaration of
quoted try Mr. Benjamin was

written in sme tavrn in New Orleans.
What was tho fato ol tho gillant Orittcndrn,
when ho wont in gxvl faith to aid the?o, so
called panting Cubins? Ho died liko a man,
but declared with his litest breath that he
had been deceived in 113 belief that tho Cu-

bans thirsteil for liberty.
Here be went largely into the Dred Scot t

decision, saving tlint it and the thirty mil-
lion corruption fund aro the only planks in
tho Democratic platform of 18(10, and un-

der which they will innroh to certain defeat.
Mr. Chandler concluded by examining tho

details of the expenditures to show that tho
incrcaso sinco 1852 has arisen from corrup-
tion.

Horse. Th'c Srgcant-at-Arm- s brought in
John Ca'sldy. of Philadelphia, who hadb:en
summoned ns a witness beforo tho Printing
Investigating Committco, but failed to ap.
pear. lie was now arraigned beforo t! 0
House, for contempt. On being intcrogat-c- d

he pleaded illness, disclaimed all inten-
tion of disrespect, and bogged to be excused.

His answer was deem d ' f etory, and
ho was discharged.

Mr. English called up tho bill regulating
tho postage on newspapers and periodicals,
and took occasion to correct somo inisippre-benion- s

afloat ns to the effect of his bill.
Ho denied that it was intended to tax news-
papers passing in exchange the design is
that periodical dealers shall receive mail mat
tersnnthe samo terms ;is regular subscribers,
and that inapi and lithographs may bo car-
ried fur ono cent per ounce. Heretofore such
matter has been excluded from the mail.

Mr. Colfax said, that, by the phraseology
ot ono of the sections, every newspaper pub-
lisher would bo compelled to prepay postago
on his entiro circulation parsing through th:
mails a change asked for by no one.

One section provides a punishment for per-

sons taking out letters from pot offices by
mistake, but wilfully omitting to return
them ; and nlso for persons who neglect to
apply money handed them for prepayment
ol postage, etc. At present there is no law
to punish such offenders. The bill proposes
a fine of $1110, oronoyeir's imprisonment,
for these offences. Passed.

The House then went into Committee on
the Whole on the Army Appropriation bill.

Mr. DawsofMKsi-Mpp- i. defended t cDe- -

11101 iMtic party from Mr. Garrett's charges of
extravagance, ami accounted tor the increased
expenditures bv referring to extensive mail
facilities, the Utah war, cxp-ns- cs attending
neu- - territories, itc.

lor theso increased expenditures neither
tho President, nor heads of departments,
were responsible.

.Mr. Granger loiiowcu, eulogising jew tone
for her efforts to guard tho lib'jrty of every

rs)ii who sets loot on her soil, and neclar- -

ng that if sho fiilfillol her constitutional
obligations no. person can invado her terri
tory to take away human neings into slavery.
Congre-s- , he said, had nu power to legislate
tho return of fugitive slavts.

Mr. Phelps ol Mo., alluded to tho great
ncre.iso in Armv expenditures, and express

ed u desiro to cooperate in reducing tl.e ap
propriations h.imuic.

Mr. Stanton moved to strike out tho
$100,000 for tho recruiting service, consider-in-

the army four times as numerous as ne-

cessarv.
.Mr. atanton said no did not advocate the

reduction simply as a question of economy
but because the itrinv was now used us an in
strument of despotism in tho enforcement of
oppressno laws and preventing the hrst prin-
ciples of ciil liberty.

,i. r. I.. i1, liuoui .icu til 1110 lyumuuiicu rust;, :uiu
the House adjourned.

TIIK ACQUISITION' OI" CUIIA.
SPEECH Or UOX. II0JIEK E. ROVCE.

Mr. Chairman, tho President, in his Into
annual mcsstge has called the attention of
Congress to the relations of this Government
with Spain ; and has recommended a courso
of policy to bo pursued with referenco to that
Government which is romarknblo in its char-
acter, and momentous inits consequences upon
the interests ot tins country. I ho policy
which tho President recommends looks to the
acquisition of Cuba, a dependency of Spain,
and ot which sue lias oecn 111 almost uninter-
rupted possession sinco its discovery by Co
lumbus. Tho acquisition Cuba has been
regardeil as desirable and important by very
many of tho public men of tho country. Its
commercial importanco and its geographical
position aro snch that its acquisition under
certain circumstances would, no doubt, bo
desirable. But whilo I admit this, I deny
that the facts and reasons set forth in the
message of tho President, warrant tho con-

clusions to which ho has arrived, or will
iustifv Congress 111 adopting tho extraor
dinary coursj which 110 11.11 recommenueu, in
making an appropriation in money to be
used by him in the negotiation with Spain
for f 0 purchase of Cuba, in advanco of any
action on tho part of tho Senate, in whom
tho Constitution has wisely vested tho power
to ratify and confiim all treaties which may
bo made by tho President.

Tho terms upon which tho President
to ncouiro Cuba, aro by honorable ne

gotiation ; and ho is careful to say that wo
would not, 11 wo cuuiu, acquire 11 in any
other manner ; with tho important qualifica-
tion, however, lidded, that circumstances may
occur which will justify its acquisition in
sonicother manner under tho imperative and
overruling law nf The
terms of honorable negotiation, by which tho
President proposes to acquiro Cuba, forbid
the supposition that the causes ot complaint
against tho Spanish Government, which he
has made so prominent in his message, aro
designed to Influence tho question, except to
illustrate tho importance of its acquisition to
the peaco and prosjierity of tho country.

The first complaint made is, that Siianish
officials, under the direct control of tho Cup.

ol Lubj, havo insulted our na
tional flag. and. in repeated instances, havo

from timo to time, inflicted injuries on tho
persons and property of our citizens. This is
a grave charge, and if true, it seems to me

that tho President would better discharge nn
duty to tho country, after tho failure of all
honorable attempts to obtain satisfaction, to
lay tho wholo subject beforo Congress, with
..iM, fiiets and evidence ns would aid intelli
gent action, nnd ask for such legislation as a
proper regard for the national honor, and the
nrotcction ol our citizens, may demand.

Mr. Chairman, I have no justification to
offer for Spain on account of these charges.
I believe, sir. I would go as fur as any man
in defense of our national honor, and the
protection of our citizens. But, sir. when
wo remember that, within the past few years
expeditions havo been set on foot in this

. ... .,.,,!. e . i.country, in viuiuuuii ui our ircuiy ounga-tion-

with Spain, in violation of internation
nl law, nnd in violation of our own laws, to
subjugatj and conquer Cuba, justice, to our.
selves and to tho enlightened sentiments of

tho eiviliied world, rcnuiros that these char- -

ges bo freely and fairly investigated, before

mi Wislation is nrcdicated upon them, in
volving the country in pcouniary obligations
or in war. In ereaking of our claims against
Spain, the President says that one class, the
(Julian claims, havo ueeu nuiuitteu, out nut
paid ; and it would seem that there aro oia-e-

; but the President has not given any in

formation to Congress nf their naturo or
amount. Ho nlso snvs, that tho mission to
Spain has been Intrusted to n distinguished
citizen of Kentucky, who will make anoth
er, and a final attempt, to ootain iustic
from that Oov.rnment. I infer from tholan- -

uago nf tho message that no peremptory
demand has yet been inado upon tho Spanish
uovernment. v ncn such a demand snail

avo been mndo and refused, it will bo timo
fir Congress to consider what further meas-
ures nre required for the protection of the
national honor and tho enforcement of pri-

vate rights.
Tho fact mentioned in tho message In con-

nection with theso claims, of tho
change in tho Spanish ministry is, no

doubt, unlortunato to private claimants in
this country upon that Government ; nnd is,
probably, equally unfortunate to Spanish
subjects; and although we may well regret
this vncilating policy in that Government, or
any other, I sec nn way in which our Gov
ernment can interfere to prevent it. Another
cause of complaint which tho President
makes is. "tho want of authority" on the
part of the Captain General of Cuba to ex
amine nnd redress wrongs committed by of--

heials under his control on citizens ot tho
United States. The Spanish laws have nev.
erconfiirrcd this authority upon tho Captain
General : and all tho intercourse of our citi-ize-

with Spanish subjects in Cuba is pre-
sumed to havo been had with a full knowl-
edge of tho Hws regulating that intercourse;
and whilo it may ho inconvenient for our cit-
izens to bo compelled to go to Madrid to seek
redress, there may bo good and sufficient
reasons why Spain should retain tho right to
pass upon all those questions affecting the
revenue, or property of the State, rather
than intrust that power to a subordinate of-

ficer. The Spanish Minister of Stato (Don
Calderon Collontcs) in his mcssago of tho
4th of January last, in speaking of this por
tion nt tne President s message, says :

But tho demand is made that tho Cap
tain General of Cuba should hayo power to
administer tho government of that country,
and to act in all questions which may arisj,

do not see upon what n demand so impor-a-

can bo founded. There has never been
a conflict which could not bo settled in the
best way by her Majesty's Government, and
that in a short time. Communications with
thoso countries aro now frcrtuent, so much
so that tho Tampieo reparation, of which I
spoKo just now, was made on tno 1st 01 De-

cember of last year, nnd her Majesty's Gov-

ernment leceived the acknowledgement dur- -

ng tho month.
This shows, then, how much delay oc

curs in the communication of tho petitions
of tho (lovernment of tho United States to
icr Majesty's Government, and how much
line will bo necessary to return tho answer

which tho Government may decide upon.
ut whether tho time which tbe-- e commu

nications require be long or short, the Crown
of Spain cannot bo deprived of the preroga-
tives which belong to it. The direction of
the foreign relations, the determination of
all international conuicts, whatever may oe
their nature, belongs exclusively to the
Crown; the exercise of this prerogative cin- -
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which thu legitimately-constitute- d public
powers could not tolerate. The Spanish
Government will, therefore, resist anv indi-
cation whutcver which may bo made 111 this
direction ; nnd beforehand it takes the op
portunity to declare that the Captain Uenc-r-

of Cuba will continue to exercise tho
powers which belong to him at present, and
that they will receive no extension, liccauso
the laws do not allow it, tho public powers
would not authorize it, and it would not bo
consistent with the dignity of the Crown.

"And so it is seen, consequently, that,
with respect to tho tbrco poiif ivhich have
occupied the public attent' .1, and which
necessarily havoocoupi,'i 01 ait,
the Spanish Govcrum 1. is in a tranquil po-

sition, firm ac! uK mtigeous. And as to
our relations there has been nothing to dis
turb them . u.-- as to thealicnation ot Cuba,
it is n d '' sion into which nono can (all who
ire a nuainted with Sruin and have penetra
ted into tho feelings and into the character of
our country ; and ns to tho powers ot the
Captain-Gener- of Cuba, thero is no motive,
cither of convenience or expediency, for en
larging them. The Spanish Uovernment is
tho only judgo of tho expediency of any
measure of interior administration, and this
is of that character."

It would seem ns if this answer ought tobo
conclusive in the mind of the President

linst the justice or propriety of this de
mand. Tho samo embarrassments exists in
our intercourse with tho colonies and de- -

tendencies of other Governments. It is a
subject with which this Government has no
right to interfere, and has no just cause of
complaint, as long as treaty obligations aro
observed, and wo aro placed; on the same foot
ing with the most favored nations of tho
earth.

Tho President says, further, that "Cuba,
in its existing colonial condition, is a con-

stant source of injury and annoyance to tho
American people." This expression of the
President is susceptiblo ot ditterent construc
tions, and it is doumiul in what sense no
wishes to bo understood. If it is injurious
and annoying to maintain a prosperous and
increasing commerce with that island, and to
exchange tho productions nnd manufactures
of our country lor those of Cuba, then the
President is right in saying that its present
condition is injurious and annojing to the
American people lsut, 1 hardly turns that
the President bos expressed the truo senti-
ment of tho American pcoplo to whom he
refers. I know tho possession of thatislind
by tho Spanish Government, is a source of
annoyance to a portion, and I believo it to
bo a small portion, of our people. But tho
annoyance docs not arise from any direct,
material injury to themselves, or to any
American interests. It uri'cs rather from a
covetous spirit of envy. They nro nnnoyed
that that ocautliui isiunu suouiu ue iu iuo
possession of nny other Power, or of any-
body else but themselves. Believing, as I do,
that this is tho sum total of the injury and an-

noyance which tho Spanish possession of that
island entails upon our rnoii'.o. it has struck
mo with surprise that tho President should
havo mado it a subject of comment, or of re-

mark even, in his inessagoto Congress.
Another reason assigned Dy tno President

for the acquisition of Cuba, is the happy ef-

fect which ho anticipates from it in tho sup-
pression of tho African 6lavo trade. This is
an argument which addresses itself to the
moral sense of the country ; and if the facts
warrant tho belief which the President has
expressed, it will bo regarded by some as an
important, and witn some, pernap, us a con-

clusive roason why we should securo its ac-

quisition. If tho President can deviso any
means by which this disgraceful traffic in
human souls can Deioreveruuousueu, no win
not want for support in enabling him to apply
them. But I insist, Mr. Chairman, that ho

has fallen into a grave error in supposing
that tho acquisition of Cuba will accomplish
any such result. He says that we are bound
Dy treaty wan ureal uritain to maintain a
naval force on the coast of Africa, at muoh
expense both of life and treasure, solely for

tne purposo 01 arresting eiavers uouou 10 inav
island. Tho treaty which was concluded be-

tween this country and Great Britain on the
Oth day of August, 1842, and to which tho
President refers, makes no mention of Cuba,
and does not appear to havo been mado with
special reference to any country. Its lan-

guage is plain and explicit, and is clearly
applicable to the slave trade every where. It
is not confined to Cuba ; and it is as much
obligatory upon this Government to

with Great Britain, under that treaty, in
ireventing the slave trade to this country as

UuDa.
But the President, nodoubt. bases his con

clusion, upon the fact stated by him, that
Cuba is the only spot in the civilized world
where the African slave trade is tolerated.
The President cannot mean to be understood
that there is any legal toleration for this
trade in Cuba, for the slave trade is declared
to be illegal by the Spanish laws in force in
Cuba and is in violation of treaty obligations
of Spain with Great Britain. lis must mon
that it is permitted or suffered ; that parties


